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 The meeting was held as a follow-up of 3rd July conference which happened at GPF Delhi, 

discussing the challenges faced by victims of Utttarakhand disaster, based on which a short 

term and long term action plan has to be drafted. 

The meeting was quite worthwhile i.e.,it brought out many new issues which were faced by the 

victims. The meeting was attended by Pairvi, SADED, Himalaya Niti Samwad and representative 

of several local NGOs working on relief.  

Mr Shridhar was the organizer of the meeting who started explaining that the key focus of 

Government at initial stages of rescue was constrained to tourists and pilgrims later on due to 

media’s pressure the attention got directed towards the relief of local victims the plight of the 

local victims inhabited there is much worse than the people from the plains who have lost only 

a member or two of their family whereas local affected inhabitants have lost almost everything-

their family, houses, livelihood and hopes. Today it’s been a month after cataclysm and still 

there are people stuck in upper region of Uttarakhand who have not received any relief. There 

is no proper assessment of number of people dead and affected. The government has received 

enough funds from all over the world but efficient utilization to ensure that needy gets the help 

in a way they want requires a plan which is impossible without proper assessment. 

The assessment issue was decided to be tackled by forming a collective of different NGO’s who 

can collect data through their local contacts in the affected region which give a fair estimate of 

loss and funds could be allocated accordingly. Other important issues raised were in direction 

of lost children, labor laws and working with community.  

The very short- term relief programme includes provision of food, medical help, light and 

temporary shelter. Considering the ongoing rainy weather which would be followed by winters 

the need for proper shelter should be the priority. But again land for rehabilitation according to 

government is needed to found by victims themselves due forest act 1850. My question to this 

is if government does not provide proper land which is connected to safe water bodies it would 

put them into pressure of settling again at river banks, and face the possibility of similar or 

higher intensity landslide and flood. 

The DMMC and state government towards disaster preparedness turned out to be a failure on 

every front. The problem of governance has made the system hollow. The way forward is 

building a plan or policy based on proper assessment, which should cater to the need of victims 

and instead of providing them cash as compensation – proper food, shelter and employment is 

needed. Long-term institution of information decimation, education system and community 



radio should be built on proper combination of community people and technology. The 

education system should involve deep knowledge about the harsh challenges of staying in 

mountains and thereby pre- preparedness. 

After the meeting, Mr Bhuwan Phatahk with his team from SADED went further up- hills to 

distribute blankets and solar lanterns to the victims.   

 

 

 




