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Beyond Copenhagen organized a national consultation on climate change and sustainable 
development in collaboration of EPCo and MPCOST, GoMP on 6th September 2014. The 
objective of the consultation was to arrive at a national consensus with regard to India’s 
position on climate change and sustainable development (and trade/WTO) including its stance 
and approach on these issues in international negotiations. The Consultation attracted the 
highest political attention and had the attendance of the Chief Minister along with many other 
relevant ministers (viz. housing, urban development and forests, water, transport, science and 
technology etc.) along with bureaucrats from several departments. The speakers participants 
included Dr. Jyoti Parikh (IRADE), Devinder Sharma (Food Policy analyst), Dr. T Jayaraman (TISS), 
D Raghunandan (All India Peoples Science Network), Soumya Dutta (BJVJ), Sanjay Vashishth 
(CANSA), Harjeet Singh (Actionaid International), Vanita Suneja (Oxfam India), Ajatshatru 
Shrivastava (EPCO), (Lokendra Thakkar (EPCO), (Pramod Verma (MPCOST), Sharad Joshi 
(CECOEDECON), and Ajay Jha (PAIRVI). Suresh Soni, prominent thinker delivered the key note 
address. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Consultation demanded developed countries to enhance ambition in mitigation and 
providing means of implementation, adopt a sustainable consumption and production pattern, 
and eliminate subsidies on fuel and export oriented agriculture. It asked them to expedite 
capitalization of the GCF, enhancing adaptation fund and support for loss and damage due to 
disasters. It also asked the Government of India, to enhance its engagement with the G77, 
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BASIC, SIDS and African Union. It also asked them to ensure equity and CBRD as main principle 
for operationilzing equity in the proposed agreement in Paris. 
 

Mr. Shivraj Singh Chauhan, the Chief Minister, reiterated 
MP’s commitment to scaling up action on climate change 
through state action plan on climate change and strategic 
knowledge centre for climate change. He said that MP has 
accorded the highest political attention to climate change 
and its impact on vulnerable sectors like agriculture and 
livestock, forestry and water, and is committed to 
participatory policymaking and implementation.  He also 

shared that the state government has been able to mobilize all stakeholders (NGOs, Municipal 
bodies, religious communities) for purification of Narmada and other important rivers of the 
state. He also shared that Apna Talab Yojana has been able to inspire lakhs of farmers to make 
farm ponds and collect and utilize rainwater for agriculture. 
 
Mr. Kailash Vijayvargiya, Minister of Housing, Urban 
Development and Environment, GoMP emphasized that 
nature and environment are reverred by all 
communities and religions in India from times 
immemorial, and this tradition provides an exemplary 
status to India, which is being now followed by many 
developed and developing countries. He also 
highlighted that Madhya Pradesh has the maximum 
forest in India and the state is committed to protect and 
expand it, and take proactive measures to insulate major economic and social sectors from 
climate change impact. 
 

Mr. Suresh Soni, in his key note speech traced 
the beginnings of the sustainable development 
debate from the Silent Spring (Rachel Carson, 
1962) and elaborated on the psychological, 
social, economic and philosophical dimensions 
of the debate. He quoted extensively from a 
variety of literature on sustainable 
development including Limits of Growths 
(Meadows, Meadows, Randers & Beherans, 
1972), Choose Life (Toynbee, AJ, 1976), Before 
it’s too late (Peccei-Ikeda dialogues, 2009) etc. 

He underlined that under the current paradigm the growth is jobless, voiceless, rootless, 
merciless and futureless. He emphasized that a comprehensive transformation is required to 
make development sustainable. He exhorted the government of India to take proactive 
measures, as it has the potential to become a flagbearer and model for sustainable 
consumption and production. 
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The first day dwelt on various aspects 
of international negotiation on climate 
change, sustainable development and 
trade. Earlier during the day, Dr. Jyoti 
Parikh, said that India must improve 
its preparedness to have meaningful 
presence in international negotiations. 
Devinder Sharma talked about 

challenges of food security, food and agricultural subsidy in 
America and Europe, India’s position in the WTO. He lauded new 
government’s position in the WTO in rejecting trade facilitation 
agreement, and the peace clause. T Jayaraman highlighted India’s 
alienation from the G77 and Africa group and said while American 
and Europeans have been able to ally with the SIDS and Africa, we 
failed to understand that our interest lies in south - south solidarity 
and went on to court America. He emphasized that India must 
prepare well for the coming COPs, strengthen south south 
solidarity and build on its earlier proposals on fair share of atmospheric space. He added that 
rather than going back to its earlier position India should talk to other countries in developing a 
viable proposal on what should be the basis on sharing atmospheric space. 

 
D Raghunandan elaborated on the expected nature of the agreement 
and obligations of the parties. He underlined that the time for 
experimenting with pledge and review has already ran out, without 
binding commitment, we stand a chance of a beyond 3 degrees rise in 
temperature. He stressed that, it is important that India strongly argues 
about the equity principle, however, he underlined that India’s position 
will be more emphatic only when it aqplies the per capita principle 
domestically.  

 
Speaking on climate change negotiations, Sanjay Vashishth, said that the 
post 2020 agreement must be based on science and equity, and there is 
an urgent need to raise ambitions both in pre 2020 and post 2020 
working groups. He added that participation of all parties is the key to a 
successful architecture in post 2020. He said that at home India has 

started well but needs to prioritize 
adaptation and make available finance 
for implementation of the National and state action plans.  
 
Harjeet Singh spoke on adaptation and loss and damage. He said 
that loss and damage will have to be treated as third pillar after 
mitigation and adaptation, and will require significant resources 
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to be dealt with globally. Nationally, he said that the addressing drivers of disaster (and loss and 
damage) lie outside the Ministry of climate change and extensive and intensive inter-
departmental/inter-ministerial coordination (between 23 ministries) will have to be ensured.  
 

Manish Shrivastava spoke on means of implementation. He 
highlighted inadequacy of available finances for meeting 
the challenges posed by climate change and support low 
carbon development pathways. He said that global 
cooperation in the changed context is highly dependent on 
private capital, which works on its own logic and will be 
mainly deployed where the probability of returns are 
higher, thereby depriving many critical areas which affect a 
larger population.  

 
Soumya Dutta spoke on solar mission and lack of ambition in 
it. He highlighted that solar mission seeks to generate 20,000 
MW in 2022, when the total installed energy generation 
capacity of India will be approx. 4.5 lakhs to 5 lakh MW, and 
contribution of solar mission will be less than one percent. 
Vanita Suneja talked about National Mission on sustainable 

agriculture and 
stressed that 
NMSA takes the same route of failed green 
revolution, the fall out of which are apparent 
everywhere in the country. She doubted whether 
the mission with its focus on GMOs and chemical 
agriculture will be able to make agriculture 
resilient. She also added that it does not address 
critical questions in agriculture sector like land, 
decentralized planning, public finances, weather 
information and insurance etc. 

 
Ajay Jha walked the participants through the post 2015 process and the draft sustainable 
development goals. He lamented that the processes do not address the fundamental causes. He 
emphasized that though there are some significant advances on gender, sexual and 
reproductive rights, governance and peace; the processes are very much like the MDGs and do 
not command much action for developed countries. He 
identified unambitious poverty reduction targets, lack of 
meaningful action on reducing inequality among the 
countries,  lack of action on climate change and SCP, 
inadequate regulation of business and corporate and lack of 
public means of implementation and predominant focus on 
market as weak links in the process. Afsar Jafri, speaking on 
trade negotiations said that sovereignty of policy space is a 
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must for sustainability and in that context he appreciated India’s position in the WTO. He 
highlighted while the food subsidy in India is only USD 44 per person, in the US it stands to USD 
448 per person. He added that WTO rules are biased; Peace clause is extremely weak and 
demanded that trade should work in the favor of 99% of the population facilitating a 
sustainable development framework rather than hindering it. 
 
From the day’s consultation major recommendations with regard to India’s position in climate 
change and sustainable development and trade negotiations could be summed up as below; 
 

 Taking proactive action on both domestic and international negotiation is in the national 
interest as India is highly vulnerable to climate change impacts. 

 India’s must strengthen its negotiating team and the capital must take keen interest in the 
negotiation rather than leaving it to the Indian Mission. 

 India’s must improve its preparedness for next COP at Lima and then at Paris 

 India’s interest lie with south and it must engage G77, SIDS and Africa Group 

 India has been cornered and isolated in negotiations, therefore, it must have a valid proposal 
on fair share and must mobilize support for its proposal with south countries. 

 India must ensure that equity remains an important principle in sharing atmospheric space, 
and must engage with other nations on issues nature of the agreement and obligations of 
the countries and especially developing and poor countries 

 India will have to demonstrate its commitment to per capita principle by applying it 
nationally to argue further on per capita from a position of strength 

 India should refer to natural disasters in the country to advocate creating a separate 
mechanism for Loss and Damage with a dedicated fund 

 In SDGs negotiation India must stick to its stand on poverty and inequality and try to mobilize 
greater support on improving indicators on poverty alleviation, inequality among the 
countries and enhancing means of implementation (both within the goals and as a stand 
alone goal) and sustainable consumption and production patterns (SCP). At the same time, 
India and other developing countries will have to take bold steps on gender equality, sexual 
and reproductive rights, agro-ecological agriculture and food security (on which they have 
largely remained defensive) 

 In trade negotiations, India has rights refused to sign TFA and asked window to abe able to 
support domestic food stocking, it must stick to its stand but should look for wider support 
with the neighbors and developing countries.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


