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Himalayan Peoples’ Manifesto 
(A blueprint) 

 
9 September 2010, Gandhi Peace Foundation, New Delhi 

 
Dear friends! 
 
We, the Himalayan and non-Himalayan people, are releasing this blueprint of the Himalayan 
Peoples’ Manifesto today on the occasion of the Himalayan Day i.e. September 9, 2010, with 
the hope that it will lead to extensive discussions and debates among various activist groups, 
intelligentsia, political parties and organisations, governments, research institutions, thinkers, etc.  
 
The blueprint of the Himalayan Peoples’ Manifesto has been compiled with the help of various 
documents prepared/ written by various people and organisations at different times. The 
manifesto will have extensive discussions before it is finalized by the next Himalaya Day on 
September 9, 2011. 
 
The Manifesto is open to suggestions and proposals from all. 
 
With best wishes! 
 
Gandhi Peace Foundation Delhi, Harit Swaraj Abhiyan, Nadi Bachao Abhiyan, Himalaya Seva Sangh, 
SADED, Himalaya Neeti Samvad, Himalaya Bachao Himalaya Basao Abhiyan, Him Neeti Abhiyan, Myar 
Pahad, Lokayan, Jan Paksha Aajkal, Pravasi Nepali Ekta Manch, Jan Sampark Samiti (Nepal), Parvatiya 
Lok Vikas Samiti, HESCO, Himkon, Himalayi Paryavaran Jan Sampark Abhiyan, Uttarakhand Sarvodaya 
Mandal, Lakshmi Ashram Kausani, Parvatiya Bal Manch, Uttarakhand Mahila Samakhya, Uttarakhand 
Parivartan Party, Himalaya Trust, Raksha Sutra Andolan, Earth Trust, etc. 
 
 

The blueprint 
 
The Himalayan Region is the protector of the vast plains, rivers, and prosperous human 
civilisations not only in India, but also in the entire South Asian Region. Even today, the 
Himalayan Region meets 40 percent of the demand of fresh water in several countries, including 
India. The Himalayan Region is also a great storehouse of oxygen. The water and soil from the 
Himalayan Mountains have helped in the evolution of civilisation in present Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, etc.  In India, people in several northern and northeastern parts prospered 
only because of the Himalayan river systems. Apart from all this, the Himalayan Region balances 
the climate of the vast plains in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, etc. It is sad that the present 
consumerist concept of development has completely negated this role of the Himalayan Region 
and that the Region is a mountain range still evolving. This makes it very volatile, fragile and 
sensitive. Any kind of interference in the Region will result in the catastrophe. 
 
This great range of high mountains touches the borders of many countries and balances climate. 
Apart from being a source of material wealth, the Region is a place where different cultures meet 
and integrate with each other. The Himalaya has also been a source of spirituality and peace. 
However, today the same mountain range has been shimmering with discontent, dissatisfaction 
and disquiet due to circumstantial problems and wrong policies that are touted as developmental 
policies! It is a matter of global concern. 
 
In the general imagination, the Himalaya is associated only with rivers, mountains and trees, but it 
is more than that. The mighty Himalayan Region starts right from Afghanistan and reaches to 
Myanmar. The Region is home to innumerable herbs, a large variety of vegetation, water bodies, 
wildlife and millions of people no matter with what difficulty they live in the mountains. The Region 
has seen several people’s movements and struggles for the establishment of democratic values, 
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to save natural bounties, to protest anti-people policies and programmes, campaigns against the 
ecologically sensitive projects etc. The ill will between the nations in the Region, political 
separation and State repression have reduced this region to a virtual battlefield in the last four-
five decades. The biggest reason behind this is that our nation states never thought about having 
a dedicated and comprehensive policy for the development of this geographical unit. 
 
It is necessary to have a dedicated Himalayan Plan in order to save the ecological democracy 
and communities of this entire region. For this purpose, we the Himalyan and non-Himalayan 
people reiterate our determination to work unitedly to protect and conserve the Himalayan Region 
and its biodiversity. We wish to engage the governments, political groups, intelligentsia, research 
institutions and the general public through this manifesto. The proposals and suggestion that 
come out of the discussions will be included in the proposed Himalayan Peoples’ Manifesto. 
Extensive discussions from this day i.e. September 9, 2010 till September 9, 2011, will help in 
evolving and developing this Manifesto and make it acceptable to all. 
 

Through this Manifesto, we want to say that: 
 
1. Big or small dam projects are a matter of concern; some of these are yet awaiting approval. 

Construction of dams results in devastating the environment and uprooting people in order to 
benefit (that too momentarily) big industries, cities and other prosperous regions. The export 
of means of survival such as water and water doubles the imbalance. Such activities are 
robbery in the name of development. We oppose the dams tooth and nail. 

2. Small-micro units for the production of electricity should be encouraged as against big or 
small dams and hydro-electricity projects, which damage the environment of the Himalaya. 
Local youth can operate these micro units and can run small cottage industries with the help 
of the energy produced. The current big and tunnel dams must be immediately banned. It 
must be made sure that after these projects are stopped, they are neither reconstructed nor 
put into operation by private companies. 

3. Ecologically sensitive programmes are taken up in the name of development. The fact that it 
has become difficult for the residents of the Himalaya to survive and sustain in the wake of 
regular commercial exploitation of forests, mines and dams that either submerge land or 
uproot people. We request people of the Himalaya and those who believe in the dignity of 
human life to protest against such tendencies so that the rights of the people are intact and 
the right to life is respected. It is imperative to have an innovative and long-term Himalayan 
policy to save and conserve the Himalayan Region. Immediate steps need to be taken to 
reinforce local practices and indigenous knowledge systems, which protect the natural 
heritage. It is also essential to have paradigm shift in the thinking vis-à-vis development and 
its dynamics. The development has to be in consonance with the needs of the local people. 

4. The use of land which is yet uncultivated, whether protected forests or public/private forests, 
must be optimised through the adequate provision of water so that plans to cultivate plants of 
the fruit, fodder and fibre varieties be developed. People can be employed to plant and look 
after trees till they grow and start yielding. These trees will be the private property of the 
people and help in making the economy prosperous through their yield. Besides, the plain-
lands will continuously receive fertile soil from the mountains and the rivers have steady 
flows. Thus, the problem of water scarcity shall be solved. 

5. Local people should be given generous grants to build small rest houses according to local 
traditions for pilgrims, nature-lovers and those who come in the search of peace. Beautiful 
spots must be protected and the paths that lead there must be preserved and looked after. 

6. We are concerned about the glaciers which are receding at a great speed and which have 
been the sources of water for the rivers such as Ganga, Yamuna, Sindhu and Sutlej. The 
rainfall and snowfall, which replenish the groundwater resources in the region, have been 
receding. The sources of water in the Himalaya, waterfalls, lakes, snow-fed as well as non-
snow-fed rivers are drying up too. This can result in the loss of livelihoods of crores of North 
Indian and Himalayan residents. 

7. Along with the falling graph of ecological balance, the rights of the local communities to own, 
manage and use the natural bounties have been snatched away or curtailed, making their 
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lives increasingly difficult. This has even led to the migration of people from several places in 
the Himalayan Region. 

8. The reason behind these problems of the Himalaya Region is the current consumerist policy 
of ‘development’. So it is our request that the Himalayan Region, which is rich with 
incomparable beauty, spirituality and faith, and which is also the saviour and conserver of 
water, forests and land, be protected against commercial exploitation.  

9. A dedicated policy for the Himalaya Region must be formulated so that its peoples co-exist 
with their water, forests, land, rivers, mountains and wildlife replenished.  

10. No commercialisation of natural wealth of the Himalaya Region be allowed. The government 
must make efforts towards refining skills, however. Projects related to agriculture, gardening, 
herb-culture, animal husbandry and bee-keeping be included in the Himalayan plan. 

11. The Himalaya Region must not have heavy industries, big or small hydro-electricity projects 
that exploit water, forests, land and nature. The mining and other commercial activities should 
also be banned. 

12. The owner or tenant farmers and local communities must own the water, forests and land. 
They must be allowed to use them to earn their livelihoods. The land fit for agriculture not to 
be allowed for other purposes or utilised under governmental control. Their use for public 
purposes must require endorsement from the entire village community. 

13. Special work policies must be made for the reserved forests, such as the mountains are 
covered with broad-leaved trees. Pine trees should be replaced and the lower mountains 
limited for the mixed forests only. This is necessary for the purpose of increasing the flow of 
current in rivers, to increase the humidity in the atmosphere, and to create optimum 
conditions for rainfall and snowfall. The work on this policy must begin immediately.  

14. The forest departments in the various states and countries must be re-trained and re-oriented 
in the traditional practices and indigenous knowledge systems of preserving the forests. 

15. Appropriate techniques that suit local land and environmental conditions and the community 
must be used while carrying out development projects. For example, the construction of 
roads must be done as per bio-engineering or the Green Road Concept, and narrow 
pathways or airways should be preferred in sensitive areas. 

16. Urbanisation or industrialisation should not be allowed in the tarai region of the Himalaya. For 
this purpose, and to save it from the increasing temperature, the Himalaya must be declared 
a green belt through a special plan encompassing agriculture and plantation. 

17. Strict laws must be made and implemented to ban the buying and selling of land for the 
purposes of the construction of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) or leisure houses. 

18. The region must be kept isolated from the conditions of international carbon trading. 
19. Organised studies be conducted to understand and thus act upon the cause and effects of 

climate change and increase in global temperature on the Himalayan Region. 
20. The Himalayan Region encompasses the borders of different nations, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar. So if the peoples of this Region have 
access to respectable work, have access to the nutritional diet, adequate facilities of health 
and education, then the migration be checked effectively.  

21. Employment opportunities could be provided through agriculture and forest-based small 
industries to process food, etc. Where necessary, people can be required to undertake 
training for the enhancement of people’s skills. This training should not take place within the 
four walls of the training institutes but where the work has to be performed. The training must 
go on till that unit is a success. All the work must be favourable to the environment and no 
economic development should take place at the price of the destruction of the Himalayan 
Region. It is necessary to emphasise that production should be according to the need of the 
people, not for the sake of more and more production. It should characterise the saying, 
‘production by the masses and not mass production”. 

22. The Himalaya Region needs a system of education which can keep the people connected to 
local traditions, and not one which would create disdain and isolate them from the traditional 
practices or would separate them from their culture. The local people of the region have 
gained their knowledge through traditional experience, which is very important in each area of 
life, and thus it should be an integral part of the Himalayan education policy. The knowledge 
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that must be imparted through the education policy should cover all aspects of life such as 
the relationships between water, land, forests and humans, their health, myths, etc. 

23. It is necessary to formulate a waste management policy, which will be applicable to the entire 
Himalayan Region so that the sources of water and the mountain slopes can be protected 
from pollution. The situation is getting worse because of the presence of waste with heavy 
and dangerous substances near catchment areas, lack of arrangements to maintain the 
sanitation of mushrooming towns and the failure to control the migratory population. To 
maintain the health of the residents of the area, the tourists who come here, and to preserve 
the sanctity and beauty of the region, it is imperative that a common policy setting and 
activating sanitary standards for the entire mountainous region be made. 

24. Attempts must be made to explore the possibilities of solar energy for commercial use at the 
level of the family as well as that of the village. 

25. Research and extensive studies regarding the proper utilisation of wind energy in the 
Himalayan Region is a necessity. 

26. Discussions with local people must be held before micro hydroelectric units based on the 
natural water currents or waterfalls are registered, and later they should be operated by them 
only. 

27. Some specific plan must be made for the production of electricity and other industrial work 
through the encouragement of green techniques like gharat or watermills. 

28. The traditional houses in the earthquake-prone Himalayan zone were traditionally 
constructed as per the geography of the region. Local building materials were used and not 
material such as steel or cement which were later introduced from outside. A building policy, 
which would give preference to regional material, design and geographical specificity, is 
required in the region. 

29. There are immense possibilities for tourism in the Himalaya. In the present times, luxurious 
five-star hotels in tourist spots blindly use natural resources without giving any thought to the 
rareness of resources or keeping in mind the needs of the local people. The most heinous 
crime is that they commit is that they force innocent young girls into commercial sex. Such 
kind of tourism benefits only the super rich, the general public receives no gains out of it; on 
the contrary, it destroys the prosperousness of Himalayan culture, nature and society. Thus, 
a people’s tourism policy which respects the Himalayan culture, nature and public dignity 
must be formulated and implemented by local residents, youth organisations and the 
community together. Examples of such people’s tourism policy can be found in some places 
in Uttarakhand and other states. The example of Bhutan in regulating the number of tourists 
is worth following. 

30. The entire Himalayan Region has been a witness to devastating natural disasters. Incidents 
like the floods in Pakistan, the cloudburst in Leh or landslide in Uttarakhand take lives of 
hundreds of people every year. A ‘single Himalayan disaster policy’ should be formulated to 
check such incidents. 

31. A policy at the national and international levels should be formed in order to provide 
extensive connectivity and information technology even to the far-flung areas of the 
Himalaya. 

32. Displacement owing to the government’s development projects and natural disasters must be 
addressed through a clear rehabilitation policy. 

33. Laws should be made keeping in mind the public’s rights and the protection of life and 
property. These must be redefined as per democratic values and made keeping in mind the 
geography of the Himalaya. 

34. A dedicated Himalayan Planning Commission be formed to plan developmental projects and 
to look after their operation. The Commission should comprise of experts in Himalayan 
geography, society and culture. 

35. All the political parties must promise to hold cheaper, free of crime and fair elections, so that 
there is no danger of the robbery of Himalaya’ vast natural bounties because of expensive 
and criminal elections in the future. 

36. There are various kinds of herbs and animals found in the Himalayan Region, some of them 
have become rare or even almost extinct. It is important to maintain the diversity of wildlife. 
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37. The major workforce in the mountains comprises of women. There have not been 
programmes to rid the women of their woes. So each political party must give a written 
statement to work in this area. 

38. There should be provision of fodder, wood and water near each village. 
39. Alcohol must be completely banned. 
40. The saying ‘dhar ainch pani, dhal par dala. Bijali banawa khala-khala’ (water on mountain 

peaks, trees on the slopes and electricity from each canal) must be proven right for the 
prosperity of familial life. 

41. The Himalaya stands on the basis of its natural resources, which are preserved by the local 
people. Thus, the role of the local people is the most integral role in the preservation and 
maintenance of the Himalaya. 

42. Development in the Himalayan Region requires a resource credit work plan, since any other 
kind of development is not possible in the sensitive Himalayan region. Thus, the work plan 
can be used as a resource to fulfill local needs. Thus, this work plan can be used as 
compensation, and the resources can be used to meet the needs of the local people. 

43. Situational employment opportunities such as forestation, water conservation and forest 
management must be given special attention, since only these can make possible a 
steadiness of the Himalaya. 

44. The emphasis of rural employment should be on strengthening the local resources. 
45. A report on the decreasing capacity of minerals in the Himalaya must be prepared. 
46. Local participation must be ensured towards the preservation of air, soil and water. 
47. The use of knowledge-based on a rural model must focus on rural production conditions. 
48. Different departments of the government should coordinate not only among themselves in 

order to get rid of various problems, but also include the local people, since the stability of the 
Himalayan Region depends on the local people. Thus, the rural ministry of the Indian 
government must play the main role. 
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