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Climate Space in South Asia Social Forum 

A brief proposal on organizing Climate Space during the proposed South Asia Social Forum 
(November, 2014) 

 

1. The Context: This brief note proposes to organize a Climate Space during the proposed 
south Asia Social Forum being organized by a collective of CSOs led by SADED (South Asia 
Dialogues on Ecological Democracy). The climate space will encourage discussion on climate 
change impacts, policies, best practices in South Asia and why a stronger and expedient 
regional collaboration on climate change responses is required in South Asia, which is highly 
vulnerable to climate change. The climate space will be organized by a collective of CSOs led by 
Beyond Copenhagen Coalition (India) and will involve major actors/CSOs and research and 
academic institutions engaged with the issue of climate change and climate justice. 
Operationally, climate space will mean a dedicated space to discuss, share and learn from 
experiences of others and organize variety of events around the various aspects related to 
climate change. 
 
2. Why it’s important to talk about climate change in the Social Forum; Social Forum has 
represented peoples struggles against the neo-liberal policies, war, poverty, exploitation, 
discrimination, lack of democracy and violation of rights. At the same time it has encouraged 
movements, communities and people to envision another world which is free from poverty, 
war, and domination. Climate change, symbolizes the biggest crises of not only the century, but 
if scientific studies have to believed, it will lead to numerous crises including that of food, fuel, 
water, health, mobility and migrations, and human security. Even now, impacts of climate 
change have started manifesting in ways more than predicted and faster than expected. Many 
countries of South Asia, viz. Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Sri Lanka besides India are extremely 
vulnerable to climate change as has been witnessed over the decade. The vulnerability extends 
not only due to climate extremes and disasters in the region, but also due to slow onset events 
in the region, which is most populous, poor, and lacks resilience. Most importantly, the region 
also is yet to have any kind of strong collaborative effort to prevent poor people being 
increasingly affected by climate change, or worse, to put up a regional front to protect and 
promote its interest in international climate change negotiations and proposed policies.  
 
3. Issue of climate justice: In this age of changing climate, it is up to the governments of 
the world and global community to take this crisis as a challenge and move towards 
sustainability and equitable policies, or wait for the impending crisis to unfold in its complete 
ferocity. However, the governments have preferred to do more of the latter. The crux of the 
matter lies in the fact that none of the developed or rich country (or Annex 1 country) lies in the 
extremely vulnerability region, and its mainly poor people from least developed or developing 
countries who have bore the brunt of impacts. The international negotiations have failed to 
register any single achievement, besides agreeing to a goal of preventing rise in temperature 
beyond 2 degree Celsius. The delay in taking urgent steps in mitigation, adaptation, and 
collaboration to promote low carbon development pathways is pushing the poor people 
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towards the awaiting disaster despite the fact that they have no contribution in bringing about 
this crisis. While the developed countries choose to remain ignorant of the stark realities being 
faced by people and communities in poor countries, developing countries response can be said 
lackluster. They seem avowed to not take any initiative (even nationally) till the climate 
negotiations remain entangled in knotty issues and historical role of different actors and future 
responsibilities. There lack of responses completely ignores the fact, that taking robust action 
for climate stabilization (and policy support therefor) is in their own national interest. Despite 
the fact that international legal framework on climate change (UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol) 
does not demand developing and poor countries to take action, in the changing global political 
and economic landscape, it would be completely flawed to believe that developing countries 
can postpone their action indefinitely. Even within the developing countries there exist high 
disparity between the consumption and emission of the poor and elites and the intensity of 
impacts that they face. The climate change debate and transformations required is a huge 
opportunity to address social, economic and political justice and equity.  

4. Vulnerability and climate change impacts in South Asia: Despite all its progress over 
the last quarter century, South Asia remains home to four out of every 10 of the world’s poor; 
600 million of South Asia’s 1.5 billion people live on less than $1.25 per day. Almost half the 
children below five are underweight, accounting for more than half of the world’s 
undernourished children. Imbalances in economic growth, inequality among castes, classes, 
between genders, and a region beset by disasters, have added to the suffering of the poor and 
those most vulnerable and marginalised. Climate change is predicted to have severe 
consequences for South Asia, particularly in agriculture, which employs more than 60 per cent 
of the region’s labour force. Some of the predicted impacts of climate change include increased 
variability in both monsoon and winter rainfall patterns; increase in average temperatures, with 
warmer winters; increased salinity in coastal areas as a result of rising seas and reduced 
discharge of major rivers; weakening ecosystems; the recession of glaciers in the Himalayas; 
and increased frequency and/or severity of extreme weather events (floods, cyclones, and 
droughts). 
 
5. Policy response to Climate crises: Many of the South Asian countries are yet to have 
comprehensive climate change policies. India and Bangladesh started early and have policies 
while others like Nepal, Sri Lanka and Pakistan are in various stages of transforming their draft 
to climate change policies. However, it remains to be seen that whether these policies 
appreciate the challenges that climate change impacts pose to their people, economies and 
sustainable development in the right earnest and will be able to deliver. A snapshot of climate 
policies in some major vulnerable countries is produced below 

 

Though Bangladesh has made National Action Plan on Climate change in 2008, the progress on 
many front is lacking due to dependence on external financial support. However, it is also a 
concern that the climate finance Bangladesh has received is not being appropriated in a 
transparent manner. The Action Plan on climate change has been developed in isolation and 
has no connection with five year plan. Only the Ministry of Environment and Forests is 
concerned with implementation of the plan, which underscores the importance of coordination 
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between various Ministries and Supra authorities. While the developed countries to need to 
provide more financial support for vulnerable countries and take responsibility for climate 
refugees, national policies and plans will have to move fast with or without foreign aid to 
prevent more people becoming climate victims. 

In Nepal National Action Plan on Climate Change was declared in 2011, which aims at Improving 
livelihood by mitigating impacts, adapting with, and adopting low carbon development path. It 
also seeks to mobilize 80% of the resources from the communities itself. It has five time bound 
and two long term targets. Besides, NAPA (National Adaptation Plan) of Nepal also provides 
useful insight in climate policy of Nepal. It has identified 6 focus areas including forest and BD, 
agri and food sec, climate induced disaster, public health, water resources and energy, and 
urban settlement and infrastructure. 9 combined profile projects have been proposed with an 
estimated cost of $ 350 million. However, due to resource constraints, only two of them have 
been rolled. GLOF Monitoring and DRR has received a support of $6.3 million from LDCF, and 
EBA has received support of $ 4 million from Germany. Nepal has also developed a Local 
Adaptation Plan of Action (LAPA), which seeks to generate local resources and responses for 
climate change adaptation, which is being piloted in 10 districts. Civil society groups have got 
limited opportunity to share their views in National Plan and LAPA development, it needs to be 
discussed more widely. 

Pakistan is hugely vulnerable to climate change impacts with costs of adaptation running to the 
tune of 5% of the GDP. Floods in 2010 and 2011 alone cost $ 15 billion. A recent study cites that 
Pakistan needs at least 6-14 billion every year in adaptation costs. Beginning with setting up of 
a task force, Pakistan finalized its climate change policy in May 2011. The climate change 
identifies nine major climate related threats for Pakistan namely, intense floods and droughts, 
intense water flows from Indus River systems, siltation of major dams, reduced agriculture 
productivity, decrease in forest cover, intrusion of saline water in Indus delta, rise in sea level, 
scarcity of water resources and increased migration due to climate change induced reasons. 
However, the policy fails to translate these challenges by formulating time bound targets and 
plans. The implementation of these plans has devolved on states, and therefore, there is 
considerable delay in the finalization and implementation. There is little emphasis on 
agriculture and food security concerns, lack of institutional arrangement and inter ministerial 
convergence in the policies, which needs to be looked into, besides engagement of people and 
civil society organizations. 
 
National Action Plan on Climate Change of India was declared in 2008, there is not much 
progress on the plan, as it was declared mainly under international pressure, rather than 
genuine realization for bringing change in the development paradigm. The Plan lays down 8 
focus areas namely, solar energy, energy efficiency, water, green India (forests), sustainable 
habitat, sustainable Himalayan Eco system, sustainable agriculture, and strategic knowledge, 
however, it is highly mitigation focused, and un-ambitious. Despite five years having gone by, 
there is no any evaluation of how these missions have progressed or performed. There were no 
public consultations while developing NAPCC, which makes the entire process vitiated. There 
has been very little progress in any of the missions except solar, energy efficiency, forests and 
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water. India has not manifested intention to promote renewable energy in any significant 
manner as it depends much on dirty coal and nuclear for energy, and proposed thermal power 
and nuclear power plants dot the entire landscape of India, displacing millions of people, 
acquiring rich biodiverse and highly productive lands, and threatening livelihoods. The energy 
policy of India is least concerned about equity, and despite the fact that installed energy 
generation capacity and consumption both has increased more than twice since 1990s, poor 
people have failed to get access to energy and electricity. 
 
6. What will the Climate Space do: Climate Space will be modelled on the WSF - CS). During the 
proposed South Asia Social Forum (SASF) in Lucknow, 2014,  some groups (Beyond Copenhagen 
has volunteered to set up, others welcome to share responsibility & costs) would: 

a. Arrange for a space inside the campus, where the focus of all workshops, meetings, 
displays, cultural shows, discussions,… will be Climate Justice and its closely related 
areas.  

b. Different groups will be invited to organize these (workshops, meetings, displays, 
discussions, CJ related cultural shows etc,   Groups are welcome to propose their 
activities,  

c.   A SASF-CS organizing group will schedule, facilitate, screen for suitability,... programs - 
on availability 

d. As per WSF practices, no groups/ persons are paid any TA/DA/costs (no funding available 
in any case) 

e. No fee is charged from any group organizing the specific programmes,  
f. The organizers of SASF will try to facilitate reasonable cost accommodation etc - in 

Lucknow. 
g. The basic expenses and organizational responsibility of the CS will be borne by BCPH (plus 

any other group who is/are willing). 
 

 




