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Danish Government Slammed for Bias and Secrecy in Role As President of UN Climate 
Conference 
 
COPENHAGEN – As climate negotiations open in Copenhagen, civil society organizations around the 
world issued the following statement strongly criticizing the Danish government for acting in a biased, 
manipulative and nontransparent manner in its role as President of the Conference of the Parties: 
We, the undersigned civil society groups, express our concern over the actions of the Danish 
government in its role as President of the UNFCCC Conference of Parties.  
 
The historic Copenhagen Climate Conference has yet to begin and a lengthening list of concerns is 
being raised by governments and by members of civil society: 
  
 
We criticize the undemocratic practices adopted by the Danish Prime Minister of convening small and 
exclusive groups of countries before the Copenhagen meeting, excluding the vast majority of countries 
whose futures are at stake in the negotiations.  
 
 
We criticize the Danish Prime Minister’s decision to produce draft “Copenhagen Accords” before the 
meeting has even started. These have been circulated to a select few governments, excluding others. 
They have been produced in spite of on-going negotiations under the UNFCCC and prejudge the 
outcome of good-faith negotiations among all Parties.  
 
 
We further criticize the texts on the basis that they systematically ignore the demands of developing 
countries and overwhelmingly reflect the position of Denmark and other developed countries on key 
issues. They seek to shift the burden of addressing climate change from those who caused it to those 
who suffer its worst effects. 
  
 
We criticize the Danish Prime Minister’s consistent disregard for the concerns of developing countries 
by downgrading expectations for Copenhagen to a “political agreement” and by falsely stating that the 
Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012.[1]  
 
 
These actions are inconsistent with the duty of the Danish Government in its neutral role as President 
of the Conference of Parties. They are an attack on the democratic processes of UN negotiations. And 
they are an affront to the interest of small and poor countries in the negotiations.  
 
Further actions of this kind threaten the trust that is the very foundation of a fair and effective deal in 
Copenhagen. They undermine the capacity of the Danish Government to play a constructive role in the 
negotiations. Left unchecked, they threaten a Copenhagen collapse. 
 
 
Copenhagen must mark an historic turning point. Parties have placed their trust in Denmark’s good 
reputation as a fair and impartial player. We therefore call for:  
The COP President to serve in an even-handed and unbiased manner;  
A fair, open and transparent process; and  
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The full participation of all countries in an inclusive manner.  
 
 
The imperative in Copenhagen is not to seal a deal at any costs – but to provide the opportunity for the 
nations of the world to work together to secure one that is fair and effective.  
 
We call on Denmark to support such a process. The world is watching.  
 
 
Quotations from representatives of organizations signing the statement: 
 
Raman Mehta from Action Aid India said: 
  
“The global community trusted the Danish government to host a fair and transparent process but they 
have betrayed that trust. Most importantly, they are betraying those who are disproportionately 
impacted by climate change and whose voices are not being heard. This unfair behaviour strikes a 
blow to all efforts to achieve justice and equity in the climate change negotiations process.” 
 
 
Meena Raman from the Third World Network said: 
 
“The Danish government’s biased actions threaten the trust that is the very foundation of a fair and 
effective deal in Copenhagen and, left unchecked, these actions will cause the collapse of the 
Copenhagen process. The whole world is watching.” 
 
 
Palle Bendsen from NOAH/Friends of the Earth Denmark said: 
“Danish Prime Minister Rasmussen is betraying the long-held and sacred tradition of Danish hospitality 
and decency. Danes cannot expect to be crowned a hero of the climate negotiations with this unfair 
behaviour. There’s more at stake than the Danish government’s public image – the lives of millions 
and the future of our planet are on the line.” 
 
 
Signatory Organizations: 
 
ActionAid, India 
Asia Indigenous Women’s Network 
Centre for Civil Society Environmental Justice Project, South Africa 
Center for Encluntes and Active Non-Violence, Austria 
Concerned Citizens Against Climate Change 
ETC Group 
Federation of Community Forestry Users, Nepal 
Friends of the Earth International 
Friends of Siberian Forest, Russia 
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Phillipines 
Global Forest Coalition 
Indigenous Environmental Network, North America 
International Forum on Globalization, USA 
International Rivers, USA 
National Forum for Advocacy, Nepal 
National Forum of Forest People and Forest Workers, India 
Presencia Ciudadana Mexicana A.C., Mexico  
Rainforest Foundation UK, United Kingdom 
Red Mexicana de Accion frente al Libre Comercio (RMALC), Mexico 
Red Mexicana de Afectados por la Mineria (REMA), Mexico 
Society for New Initiatives and Activities, Italy 
Tibet Justice Center, USA 
Third World Network 
Union de Grupos Ambientalistas, Mexico 



Pan African Climate Justice Alliance 
World Development Movement, UK 



One Editorial -56 Newspapers on 7th December, 2009,  
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Today 56 newspapers in 45 countries take the unprecedented step of speaking with one voice through 
a common editorial. We do so because humanity faces a profound emergency. 

Unless we combine to take decisive action, climate change will ravage our planet, and with it our 
prosperity and security. The dangers have been becoming apparent for a generation. Now the facts 
have started to speak: 11 of the past 14 years have been the warmest on record, the Arctic ice-cap is 
melting and last year's inflamed oil and food prices provide a foretaste of future havoc. In scientific 
journals the question is no longer whether humans are to blame, but how little time we have got left to 
limit the damage. Yet so far the world's response has been feeble and half-hearted. 

Climate change has been caused over centuries, has consequences that will endure for all time and 
our prospects of taming it will be determined in the next 14 days. We call on the representatives of the 
192 countries gathered in Copenhagen not to hesitate, not to fall into dispute, not to blame each other 
but to seize opportunity from the greatest modern failure of politics. This should not be a fight between 
the rich world and the poor world, or between east and west. Climate change affects everyone, and 
must be solved by everyone.  

The science is complex but the facts are clear. The world needs to take steps to limit temperature rises 
to 2C, an aim that will require global emissions to peak and begin falling within the next 5-10 years. A 
bigger rise of 3-4C — the smallest increase we can prudently expect to follow inaction — would parch 
continents, turning farmland into desert. Half of all species could become extinct, untold millions of 
people would be displaced, whole nations drowned by the sea. The controversy over emails by British 
researchers that suggest they tried to suppress inconvenient data has muddied the waters but failed to 
dent the mass of evidence on which these predictions are based. 

Few believe that Copenhagen can any longer produce a fully polished treaty; real progress towards 
one could only begin with the arrival of President Obama in the White House and the reversal of years 
of US obstructionism. Even now the world finds itself at the mercy of American domestic politics, for 
the president cannot fully commit to the action required until the US Congress has done so. 

But the politicians in Copenhagen can and must agree the essential elements of a fair and effective 
deal and, crucially, a firm timetable for turning it into a treaty. Next June's UN climate meeting in Bonn 
should be their deadline. As one negotiator put it: "We can go into extra time but we can't afford a 
replay." 

At the deal's heart must be a settlement between the rich world and the developing world covering how 
the burden of fighting climate change will be divided — and how we will share a newly precious 
resource: the trillion or so tonnes of carbon that we can emit before the mercury rises to dangerous 
levels. 

Rich nations like to point to the arithmetic truth that there can be no solution until developing giants 
such as China take more radical steps than they have so far. But the rich world is responsible for most 
of the accumulated carbon in the atmosphere – three-quarters of all carbon dioxide emitted since 
1850. It must now take a lead, and every developed country must commit to deep cuts which will 
reduce their emissions within a decade to very substantially less than their 1990 level.  

Developing countries can point out they did not cause the bulk of the problem, and also that the 
poorest regions of the world will be hardest hit. But they will increasingly contribute to warming, and 
must thus pledge meaningful and quantifiable action of their own. Though both fell short of what some 
had hoped for, the recent commitments to emissions targets by the world's biggest polluters, the 
United States and China, were important steps in the right direction. 

Social justice demands that the industrialised world digs deep into its pockets and pledges cash to 
help poorer countries adapt to climate change, and clean technologies to enable them to grow 
economically without growing their emissions. The architecture of a future treaty must also be pinned 
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down – with rigorous multilateral monitoring, fair rewards for protecting forests, and the credible 
assessment of "exported emissions" so that the burden can eventually be more equitably shared 
between those who produce polluting products and those who consume them. And fairness requires 
that the burden placed on individual developed countries should take into account their ability to bear 
it; for instance newer EU members, often much poorer than "old Europe", must not suffer more than 
their richer partners. 

The transformation will be costly, but many times less than the bill for bailing out global finance — and 
far less costly than the consequences of doing nothing.  

Many of us, particularly in the developed world, will have to change our lifestyles. The era of flights that 
cost less than the taxi ride to the airport is drawing to a close. We will have to shop, eat and travel 
more intelligently. We will have to pay more for our energy, and use less of it. 

But the shift to a low-carbon society holds out the prospect of more opportunity than sacrifice. Already 
some countries have recognized that embracing the transformation can bring growth, jobs and better 
quality lives. The flow of capital tells its own story: last year for the first time more was invested in 
renewable forms of energy than producing electricity from fossil fuels. 

Kicking our carbon habit within a few short decades will require a feat of engineering and innovation to 
match anything in our history. But whereas putting a man on the moon or splitting the atom were born 
of conflict and competition, the coming carbon race must be driven by a collaborative effort to achieve 
collective salvation. 

Overcoming climate change will take a triumph of optimism over pessimism, of vision over short-
sightedness, of what Abraham Lincoln called "the better angels of our nature". 

It is in that spirit that 56 newspapers from around the world have united behind this editorial. If we, with 
such different national and political perspectives, can agree on what must be done then surely our 
leaders can too. 

The politicians in Copenhagen have the power to shape history's judgment on this generation: one that 
saw a challenge and rose to it, or one so stupid that we saw calamity coming but did nothing to avert it. 
We implore them to make the right choice. 

This editorial will be published tomorrow by 56 newspapers around the world in 20 languages including 
Chinese, Arabic and Russian. The text was drafted by a Guardian team during more than a month of 
consultations with editors from more than 20 of the papers involved. Like the Guardian most of the 
newspapers have taken the unusual step of featuring the editorial on their front page. 
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Workshop on Building Community Resilience to Climate Change  

through Food Sovereignty and Ecological Agriculture 
Confronting Corporate Agriculture in the Climate Crisis 

Klimaforum09, Copenhagen - 9 December 2009, 3pm-5 pm, Orange Room 
 

SPEAKERS 
 
Bhaskar Goswami: Trained in agriculture economics, Bhaskar is an agriculture and trade policy 
analyst associated with the Forum for Biotechnology & Food Security (New Delhi, India). Over the last 
15 years, he has worked with various national and international bodies covering domestic and 
international policies that affect agriculture. He works closely with farm movements and NGOs working 
on promoting sustainable agriculture, and writes extensively on agriculture and trade issues in the 
media, highlighting links between biotechnology, agriculture and food policies, trade policies, IPRs, 
poverty, and the implications of the free trade paradigm on developing countries. Currently, he is an 
actively engaged in the charge against hasty commercialisation of GMOs in India. 
  
Irene Dankelman: Director - Women's Environment & Development Organization (WEDO) and 
Coordinator for Sustainable Development at the Radboud University, The Netherlands where Irene’s 
work includes integrating development issues into the curriculum. Previously she has worked as a 
Senior Advisor on the Environment and Sustainable Development for Novib, a co-financing agency. 
From 1990 to 1992 she was the Technical Advisor on Environment, Gender and Development for 
UNIFEM. Dankelman also served as Executive Secretary and Coordinator for the Netherlands IUCN 
Committee and World Conservation Strategy Steering Group from 1979 to 1985. Since the '70s she 
has lectured and written extensively on gender, environment, sustainable agriculture and development 
issues."  She is co-author of book Women and Environment with Joan Davidson. 
 
Rachel Berger: Climate Change Policy Advisor, Practical Action, Schumacher Centre for Technology 
and Development, UK, Rachel has previously worked within the programme team managing projects 
focusing on rural food production. She is co-author with Jonathan Ensor of the book 'Understanding 
Climate Change Adaptation, lessons from community based approaches', where several case studies 
highlight the importance of biodiverse agriculture.  
 
Vijay Pratap: Convener of the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, a Coalition for Comprehensive Democracy, 
and a key member of the World Social Forum Organising Committee in India, Vijay is a founding 
member of Lokayan, which received the Right Livelihood Award in 1985. He is also Convener of 
Dialogues for Democratic Consolidation in South Asia at the Institute for Comparative Democracy, the 
Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS). 
 
Annie Shattuck: Trained in biology and agroecology, Shattuck is a policy analyst at the Institute for 
Food and Development Policy. She has worked in participatory action research, rural development, 
and ecology research in the U.S. and Latin America, and written and spoken extensively on the global 
food crisis, agrofuels, climate change and food sovereignty. She is co-author of the book Food 
Rebellions! Crisis and the Hunger for Justice with Eric Holt-Giménez and Raj Patel, which examines 
the root causes of the global food crisis and grassroots solutions to hunger springing up around the 
world. 
 
Wahu Kaara: Executive Director of the Kenya Debt Relief Network (KENDREN), Wahu is a prolific 
poet, writer and speaker on issues of debt, aid, privatization and human rights. Together with Brazilian 
President Lula Ignacio d’ Silva, she launched the Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) in 
Porto Allegre, Brazil in January 2005 - the single largest Global mobilization of citizens against poverty. 
She serves on the council of the Africa Social Forum and the Africa Women Economic Policy Network, 
and is currently involved in the creation of the Africa Mother’s Foundation, seeking document the 
richness of women’s contribution in the development of Africa. Wahu is a Dame Nita Barrow Fellow at 
University of Toronto, Canada, and the recipient of the San Diego, USA based Project Concern Global 
Humanitarian Award 2009. 
 
A report from Soumya Dutta 
Editor- Green Features  
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